

























Under the omnipresent thumb of the 
conniving warlord Yagyu Retsudo, the 
Shogun’s secret Kurokuwa ninja warriors 
attempt to ensnare the embattled ronin Ogami 
Itto and his infant son, Daigoro. If the Lone 
Wolf can break these chains of death, there 
are many more waiting to challenge the 
masterful swordsman, including a vengeful 
widow, numerous police, and the freezing 
cold of winter itself. Read the story of Ogami’s 
rise to the position of the Shogun’s Officer 
of Death, and witness the seething root of 


Retsudo Yagyu’s bitterness against Ogami... 


“Koike and Kojima have become leading 
cultural figures in Japan because of (Lone 
Wolf and Cub); their work has influenced 


entire generations of creators.” 
— Shawn Machula 
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VOLUME 


ö 


A NOTE TO READERS 


Lone Wolf and Cub is famous for its carefully 
researched re-creation of Edo-Period Japan. To preserve 
the flavor of the work, we have chosen to retain many 
Edo-Period terms that have no direct equivalents in 
English. Japanese is written in a mix of Chinese 
ideograms and a syllabic writing system, resulting in 
numerous synonyms. In the glossary, you may 
encounter words with multiple meanings. These are 
words written with Chinese ideograms that are 
pronounced the same but carry different meanings. A 
Japanese reader seeing the different ideograms would 
know instantly which meaning it is, but these synonyms 
can cause confusion when Japanese is spelled out in 


our alphabet. O-yurushi o (please forgive us)! 
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IBARI-MAEGOE ALONG THE MITO Bywav. |\, 
THE ROAD FROM SENISU un FUNACATA | } // 
AND GYÖTOKU, AND ON TO SAKURA. 
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LGUESSED you MUST 

BE ÖGAMı ITTÖ-DOWO, FORMER 
KÖGI KAISHAKUNIN. YET T NEVER 
HAD THE HONOR OF MEETING YOU AT 


THE CASTLE, SIR, AND THUS TOOK 
THE LIBERTY OF ENSURING 
IT WAS YOUR SWORD. 











THE HOTTA e AND NASANOBU HINSELF 
an IS THE 15 A TRUE SAMURAI, UPRISHT 
AND RESOLUTE. YOU HAUE EVERY 
TOKUGAWA REIS 
FuDAl... 


NANCE OF THE ROT. THIS TWENTY- 
EICHTH OF SEPTEMBER, IT CAME TO A 
HEAD. HE SUDDENLY RETURNED TO 
SAKURA FROM EDO, AND WITHDREW 
TO HIS CASTLE. HE THEN SENT A 


KANSHO TO THE SHÖGUNATE. en 





With trepidation V address these words to my Lord... 

During the tem years ol my [ord’s most honpred veign, every year» has brought new 
seandal, while there’ have been no tidinss to gladden the hearts of the people, 
Reviewing the state ol the nation, Mind the eitizenny impoverished, the very 
horses and oxen worked to exhaustion. The source of this malaise is the eorruption 
ol the Toshiyori, your most = 

senior ollieials. 


The Toshiyori govern (or themselves alone, and thus the people are driven 
to despair. D( my own volition, Lokler my Lord the Lhirty thousand koku over 
which I zule, Chat you may employ it in the eause of enlightened sovernment, 





REVOLTED By 
THE CEASELESS 
POLITICS OF GREED, 


SAKURA HAN TO 
THE SHÖGUN. 


VER 
N 


1 








THERE ARE 

FEW SAMURAI OF 

HONOR LEFT TO 
SERVE THE 
TOKUGAWA. 


THE SHÖGUNATE HAS 
DECREED DISBARMENT AND EXILE, 
BUT THAT IS NOT ENOLCH TO APPEASE 
THE RATU. AND LORD HOTTA HINSELF 
WILL CONTINUE TO CHALLENGE THEM, 
SENDING MORE KANSHO AS LONG 


THEY WILL INFILTRATE 

SAKURA HARD ON OUR 

HEELS, AND MURDER 
LORD HOTTAT 





IT CAN ONLY BE DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
THAT LED US TO YOU, THE ASSASSIN 


THERE ARE THINGS A RETAINER OF THE 
TOKUGAWA MAY NOT SAY ALOUD...YET I 
REMEMBER THE WISE MASTER SOBU OF 


LONE WOLF AND CU, WHO DWELLS INA'S ANCIENT HAN DYNASTY, WHO, WHEN 


IN MEIFUMADD TO DEFERT THE YAGYO. x ee Rn De TED 
IT RECALLS THE TALE OF GANSHO, } E TO WARU HI 
THE TIDINGS OF THE GEESE. R 


so 
AM TO READ 
YOUR GANSHO, 
AND STRIKE DOWN 
LORD HOTTA'S 
ASSAILANTS? 


Is mar 
WHAT you 
ASK? 


WE CANT 
LORD HOTTA IS LET THESE 


THE CORNERSTONE YAsyü SCuM 
OF THE TOKUGAWA! IF DESTROY SUCH 
TRUE SAMURAI ONCE AGAIN 
LEAD THE NATION, HE 
WILL BE OUR 








I HEAR 
THE TIDINGS. 
OF THE 
GEESE. 


you May 
TELL LORD 
HOTTA SO! 
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EZB A 
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LORDY, THE 
POOR GuY's 
CROAKED! 


COuLD BE 



































C-COWARD!! 











WATING 
FOR you- 
WARNED By THE 
N SAWSHO OF Hotta 
KOZUKENOSUKE. 








THEN FACE 
THE ASSASSIV 
> THE Yasrür 


N AN 
en 


SS 


NIS 
u 





























so LONG As, 
THE YAGYÜ SCHEME 
IN THE SHADOWS OF 
THE SHÖGUNATE, THERE 
CAN BE NO RETURN 
TO ENLIGHTENED 
RULE. 


THE SWORD 
OF THE Yasyür 
EMBRACE DEATH, 
SO THAT THOSE 

WHO FOLLOW May 


COMPLETE THE 























Che (ortieth 


The 


Fapzen 
| Eyane 
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LER ? 
SEITE 



































-WATARI 





















































OF WATARI YÜNOSHIN, 
FOULLY MURDERED 
By His HAND. 











You Pass By 
HERE WHEN 
You DD. 


OF COURSE, 
BUT THEYILL 
SEND A CORO 
TO INSPECT THE 
B0DY, SIR. THAT'S 
WHEN WE WILL 
NEED youR 
TESTINONY... 








AUTKORITIES 
? CAN REFUSE TO 
YOU KILL YOUR N N) reestanuisn or 
OPPONENT j 


...TWIS SAYS YOU 
DID. you WATCHED 
US CHALLENGE HIM, AND 





LITTLE OF YOUR 
TIME... A FEW 
WORDS... 








SOMEONE WANDERING 
IN POVERTY, SIR, T 
SHOULD THINK MOWEY 
MORE USEFUL 
THAN FACES 


TH-THEN...THEN 
AT LEAST SAY You 
DIDM’T SEE WHAT 

HAPPENED HERE! NO 

UNNWECESSARF 


AST SAD 
BEFORE-T SAW 
NOTHING. 

















SINCE IT HAS BEEN 
MORE THAN TWO 





A YEAR AND A 
HALF TO FIND His 
TRAIL...SIX MONTHS AND. 
MORE IN PURSUIT...AND 
A SINGLE WORD FROM 





IT TO REBUILD 


AND INCREASE YOLR 
HOUSEHOLD, AND WIN 
FAME FOR YOUR 





ALL THAT. 
MATTERS IS TO 
SILENCE THE CRY 
OF YOUR HEART! 
ON THE PATH OF 
VENGEANCE... 














SOMETHING 
HAPPENED 


|Howzus ın ARAı- FOR 
JUKU, on His PP} 
WAY BACK FROM 


THE DAIKAW’S OFFICE WAS 
[E BEDLAM! T QUICKLY 
MADE OUR REPORT, RAN TO THE 
HONIIN TO SEE OUR PEOPLE, 
AND THEY...THEY... 












W 






Korean; 

INDEED. you FiNALLYy P 
DISPATCH YOUR ENEMY, 
ONLY FOR YOUR LORD 





Raus 
an 





WR - 
PR 





REST 
ASSURED 
THAT WE ARE 
SEARCHING 
EVERY- 


sou 
THERE! YOUR 










































































You want 

TO AVENGE 

YOUR LORD 
# 






















BEKOLD YOUR 
NAMESAKE! TSURL, 
THE CRAWES IN THE HEART. 
OF WINTER SHE FOLDS ONE 
LEG AND BURIES HER HEAD 
BENEATH A WING, MOVING 
NOT A MUSCLE. ä 








ITEZURU- 
THE FROZEN 
CRANE! THAT 
DESPERATE 
STRUGBLE IS 




















COMPLAIN. SHE DE- 
PENDS ONLY ON HER- 
SELF, DRAWING OUT 
HER LAST OUNCE 

OF STRENSTH 


IS THAT NOT 
THE WAY OF 
ALL WHO TRULY 
FOLLOW THEIR 
HEARTS...? 


he (orty-fost 
















































































































































































SHOW HIM THE WAY! 


























WARRIOR WHO CHOOSE: 
THE WAY OF FEALTY. 


wor 


iu 
S 


BRINGS HIM PAIN... 


PrIon 


NO. 


WO CHOOSES. 








| TWe suwoBt TUuRwS... 




























































































er 
PLEDGE AND 
PROMISE, THE 

YAGSÜ CANNOT 
RAISE SWORDS 
„AGAINST f 
Ösamı ıTTi 














YOUR 
LEADER OZUNu 


SWORD. YOU CAN 
NO LONGER 
STAND By! 


KILL THAT 
MAN AND HIS 
CHILD! vOW/ witH 
THE KUROKUWA 
SAHIBARITARU! 

















TEN a 











"NAGAREYAMA |" 
Bywar: 



































WILL WORK LIKE 
WATER, AND DOUBLE 
THE EFFECT OF 


THE 
FIRST STAGE 
OF SWIBARITARU 
15 ATTACK BY OlL.. 
NOT EVEN /rTö 
CAN ESCAPE 
THIS TRAP. 










































































"THE SHINOBI 
TURNS HlS BACK 
ON VIRTUE... 
NEHOW HM THE 


IF HE TURNS 
HIS BACK ON 
HEAVEN... HE 
CAN Do NO 
So0D. 











THE SHÖBUNS 
OWN SPIES NOW 
HUNT LIKE HOLNDS AT 
THE OF 


THE JAGYUP! 


AND WHAT OF 
Yoll, WKO DEFY THE 
YAGYUP YOUR WIFE 
MURDERED, YOUR 
LAW DESTROYED, 
YOU WANDER 
TRAGIC THROUGH 
THE BLINDING 
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the (orty-seeond 
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LORD yasyül 
GUNBEI-SAMA HAS 
TRIUMPHED! 

















POST OF Kösl 
KAISHAKUNIN 
IS OURS AT 
UST. 





GUNBEL ISA 
SINPLE Four SKOWING OFF HS 
N CONTROL! FLAUNTING 
HIS SUPERIORITY! THE. 
DAMNED AMATEUR! 





SHÖGUN AND His. 
ENTIRE BARKAKU 
WILL DISTRUST 
THE yasyıü 
FOREVER! 





THEN 
SEND OUT 
A MESSENGER 
TO TELL HM 
TO RIDE LIKE 
THE WıND/ 


THEFATE 
OF THE yasyıl 
HANGS IN THE. 
BALANCE! 

















ER 
Re j 
2 Wohl 





| 





| #061 Kalshartı- 
= WW IS N OUR 


THERE'S. 
AN ASSAS- 
SINATION UP 
NORTH/ 


















BUT... BUT, FATHER/ 
IVE DEFEATED /TTÖ/ TIL 
BE KÖGI KAISHARLUNIN! 
WiY THE NORTH- 


DURING THE 
DUEL, THE TIP 
OF YOUR SWORD 
POINTED AT THE 
SHOGUN! 


FOR IT TO 
EVEN APPEAR 
TUT weve TURNED IS 
UPON OUR MASTER FL 
is Beowo 
PARDON! 


ÖGAMı ITrö 
SHALL BE KÖGI 
KAISHARUNIN! 





ıtö 
SACRIFICED 
HINSELF TO 
BLOCK ı1/ 





THE SWORDS, 
OF THE Yasyı 
ARE THE SWORDS 
OF ASSASSINS/ 
THE SHOGUNS 
ASSASSInS! 


IF YOUD RUN HIM THROUGH, 

WE COULD SAY YOU LOST YOUR 
HEAD IN THE HEAT OF BATTZE/ BUT 
WO/? you STOPPED YOUR SWORD 


IN THE FINAL INSTANT TO FLAUWT 


} s A YOLR TECHNIQUEI WHO WILL 
3 \ BELIEVE us now! 














THERE \\ 
Has BEEN no |\ 


OFFICIAL- 


SUMMON 
GOROSA! 




















IS ALL! WILL 
YOU DIE FOR 














ÖGAMIITTÖ Has 
DEFEATED THE SWORDS 
OF THE YAGyü. FROM NOW 
ON_THE ÖGAMI CLAN WILL BE 


KÖG! KAISHAKUNIN. ITTO Na 


IT WILL BE /Trö 
WHO WILL STRIKE FEAR _ 
INTO THE HEARTS OF DAIMYE 
THROLIGHOUT THE LAND. THE 
FAME OF HIS SWORD AND 
HS WARRIOR SPIRIT 
w 








(ms easy 
ENOUSH TO KUlL 
ÖSAMI ITTO, BUT 
THAT WOLLDNT 
ERASE THE 
STIGMAT 








GE ES 


Ösamı 
ITrOF RECENE 
THIS HONOR/ 





SIR! T ACCEPT 
THIS WEIGHTY DUTY 
WITH THE UTMOST 
HUMILITYT 





YAsyü BizEN 
COMES BEFORE 
YOU ON URGENT 
BUSINESS. 





MY FATHER RETSUDO 
BEGS THE WILL OF THE 
GO-RÖTU-SAMA. HE WATS 
IN THE GARDEN OF THE 
WEST CORRIDOR. 









































COMMITTED G 
SEPPUKUL 












PLEASE 

COWWEY THESE 

FACTS TO OUR 
LORD THE 
SHÖSLN. 










PARISON, T 
AM MORTIFIED. 






SWORDS- 
MANSHIP WAS 
MAGNIFICENT. 








MY LORDS, 
OBSERVE FOR 
YOURSELFI 


ME ———— 
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ET 


97 



















































































































































































INFORM OUR 
LORD THE SHÖGUN 
OF WHAT WE HAVE 
DONE TO MAKE 
ANENDS, 




























































































REGARDING 

THE SELECTION 
OF KÖBI Kal- 
SHARUNIN... 


T INTENDED TO INFORM you 
OF THIS PRIVATELY. AND 
FURTHER, THAT IT WAS THE 
WILL OF OUR LORD THAT 
GUNBEI BE PLACED UNDER 
HOUSE ARREST. 


YET. 
IF you wish, 
TO HEAR 


DIRECTLY, 
T SHALL 
SPEAK. 


IT IS As you Have 
SAD. DURING THE DUEL, 
THE TIP OF GUNBEI'S SWORD 
POINTED AT THE SHÖGUN. OGAMI 
ITTO SACRIFICED HNSELF 
TO BLOCK IT. 


T HUMBLY 
WISH TO KNOW 

_THE REASON FOR 

ÖSAMı ITTO-DOMO'S 
APPOINTMENT. 















— 
BELIEUNG GUNgEIS THANKS TO —/ 


MUST aDMır 
TO OUR SHAME THAT VICTORY TO BE THE SHARP Eyes en, 
AT FIRST WE DID NOT ABSOLUTE, WE WERE OF MATSUDARA T 

NOTICE GUNBEI'S SWORD PREPARED TO APPOINT 


THREATENED OUR LORD, 
NOR THAT OGAMI 
ITTO BLOCKED ir. 


HIM WITHOUT AWAITING. 
A FINAL JUDGMENT. 
HOWEVER. 






WE SOUGHT 
OUR LORD’S OPINION, 
AND RECEINED His 
HONORED OBSERVATION 
THAT INDEED, SUO 





YET Your N 
CONDUCT 15 = \ SUCH RESOLUTION 
ADMIRABLE, N N 15 BRACING. AND, T 

neru-oowo, ano x MIGHT ADD, IT RESTORES 

GUNBEIS DEATH y OUR PACE FOR HAUING 
SPLENDID. N NOMINATED GUNBEI IN 


THE FIRST PLACE. 








NO, My LORDS... 
NOW THAT OGAMı 
ITTO 15 001 


KAISHAKUNIN, WE 
YAGYÜ SHALL LET 
BYGONES BY 


SO wHLLE IT IS 
TRUE HIS SWORD 
POINTED TOWARD OUR 
LORD, AND OGAMI ITTO 
STOOD IN ITS PATH, 
PERHAPS THERE 
WAS NO DIRECT 
CONNECTION... 





NOTONLY THE POST 
OF KÖGI KAISHARUNIN, 
BUT ALSO THE REPUTATIONS_ 
OF SUIÖ-RYÜ AND THE YAGYÜ 
SHININ-RYÜ KUNG ON THIS RECENT 
DUEL. GUNBEI'S IRRESPONSIBILITY 
FORCED ÖGANI-PONO TO STOP 
THE FIGHT BEFORE THAT 
















PER AND THUS, 7 
TRENSELVES DISAGREE, REQUEST ANOTHER 
SONE SUBGESTING DUEL. T HUMBLY ASK THAT 
PERHAPS GUNBEI YOU INFORM OUR LORD 








WON. 





THE SHÖBUN OF THIS 
AS WELL. 





By DEFEATING 


= US, ÖGANI 
YAGYü REQUEST 2a. 


ADUEL WITH OGAMI- 





YET EvEN 


OLD THROUGH 
THESE BONES _ 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































GUNBEIS 
BUT THAT 
gROcLEe IE: KUBH WAS A 


BEEN A HUNEN- 

KuBt, RRDIKUNG rem, 

FRUSTRATION AT EbeNT 
HIS FAILURE. i 


RUMOR HAS IT THAT. 
THE YAGYÜ FAMILY ALL HAVE 
KAGEMLUSHA. SURELY THAT 
WASNT GUNBEI, AND SURELY 
YOU SAW THAT AS WELL. 
WHY DID YOU REMAIN 


| 


ES 

















IN ANY CASE, 
ALOYAL SAMURAL 
DIED FOR HIS CLAN. 
THAT DOESNT 








THE v) INSTEAD, THEY HAVE 
AS ALWAYS, TOKUGAWA N YaGyü RETSUDO, SCHENING 
YOU ARE TRUE NEED MORE FOR POWER. ALREADY HE HAS 
LIKE You. THE ROT AND THE SHÖGUM 
HINSELF IN THE PALM OF His HAND. 


V m 
THevuL vn RETSUDd Lose: 
SACRIFICE ANFTAING il VOR AN 1O, 


TO FURTHER THE CLAN {I N THE POST IS FIRMLY 
DER, BEPUTATION! IN ESTABLISHED. RETSUDd 
(\ SHOWS HE MEANS 
SO DANGEROUS! Am) YOU NO ILL. 


BUT NEVER 
UNDERESTIMATE 
THEM! NEVER 








HE WANTS 
YOLR POST 
ATAWY COST! 











MATSUDAIRA 
SUO-N. 





NOTHING 
wouLo 
STOP US FROM 
CONTROLLING 


THE 
BARKAKU. 


FIRST T STRIKE 
YOU DOWN, THEN, 


ITTÖ. THE YAsyu 
WILL BE KOGI 
KAISHARUNIN! 













































































I PREFER 
TO FIGHT WITH 
1 COMFORTAE 















































N-NO.. 
1m... IS 
NOTHING, 


mSA R AA 


WARRIORS R PATHETIC 
SHaME.. TO | — Ö 
INTERRUPT 




















3S 





ONLY WHEN T. 
FIND THE ANSWER 
CAN WE LEAVE THESE 
ENDLESS SIX PATHS 


BEHIND, AND FIND AN 
END TO OUR 











Che (orty-third 


Thread 
N Tas 








V er 


EN 














































































































IT'S HARD. 


TO DRINK WITH 
YOU EYEING ME LIKE 
THAT, LAD, THIS HERE’S 
HANNFATD, AND 
"TAINT FOR 
UTTLE FOLK. 








YOUR 
PAPA DONT 
QUT, THROUGH. 

ENOUSH 
TO FREEZE VER 
BONES... 






























































"DEATH POND 
DANGER-STAY AWAY! 























werH rue Paste EL 
OF Poraroes Rai 
h 


HERETIE! 








IE TEISH, THAT'S. 
KULING. NY SAKE, 


BÖRU CANT Klld, THAT'S DRINKING. 


NOR STEAL... NO SEX, 
No LIES... AND NO 
DRINKING. 


NO RICE, NO 
WOTMINT 

















Dr 
THE COMPASSION 
OF BUDDHA/ 


HER RELATIVES' 
HAVE ALL PASSED, SO 
WIDOW, SIR...HER seo, 
HUSBAND WAS A HANS, I KEEP URGIN’ HER TO 
MOVE TO ANOTHER HAW, 
BUT HE DIED TRAGICALLY, 
AND SHE/S BEEN HERE FIND A NEW HUSBAND, 
NEW HAPPINESS. BUT 
EVER SINCE, TENDING A 
HIS GRAUE. SHE'S A WOMAN OF 
PRINCIPLE, SHE 15. 
WONT BUDGE. 





May 
OFFER You 



































1Do. 


you | WEAUNG TEE 5 
work tue [== h N TEARS OF THE eueRr 
Loom? | Days anD montus WR DAY, T 





T HAUE ENDURED, 
WAITING. 







































































ARRIVED, IT 
WAS FINALLY 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TLEARNED THAT 
HIS KILLER WAS THE 
FORMER KÖGI KAISHARUNIN, 
ÖGAMI ITTO, AND THAT NOW 


HE WALKS THE ASSASSIN'S 
ROAD, WITH HIS SON. 



































FATHER BUT 
WOT FATHER, 








WHEREVER WE 
60 15 ABATTLE- 
FOR you 
TOO, THERE 
SHOULD ONLY BE 


THE ROAD OF YOUR 


2, 
3 
38 


= 
i 


Brus 
292, 
S338 

: 
Saar 
ars 


QUEST! DO NOT 
WORRY FOR 


Kr 
Fiz 







































































‚MIS FATHER 
WAS HIS ALL. 





























TO LE. 


Er | Rd a 
w EIG AR 




















5 
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Er \=- 
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D „= ® we: 


7. 
Än 


= 
g 
as 





IT was up 
== | TO HIM ALONE- 














A CHILD OF DESTINY...LIVING 
IN THE WHIRLPOOL OF BATTLE. 






















































































THIS WOMAN THOUGHT HER DREAM 
WAS TSTRIKE A BLOW AGAINST 
HER ENEMY BEFORE SHE DIED. 

YET WHAT SHE TRULY WANTED WAS 


T'BE WITH HER HUSBAND. EVERY DAY 




























































































































































































"THE TEARS 
OF MY QUEST, 
WHOLE CLOTH 








Che korty-fourth 


Belu- 


hö«i 












































ee ne an 


Q 
v 
N 
x 
KAGA HAN: ONE MILLION \ 
THRTY-TWO THOUSAND 
KOKU. THE CASTLE TOWN x 


OF KANAZAWA. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































"DAISEII TEMPLE: 
NAYA MOUNTAIN PASS 
















































































































































































ITSATOPSY- 
TURVY NAME, BUT IT 
FIT] 1 STEAL FROM you 
GOOD FOLK, AND THAT'S REAL 
BAD...BUT I TAKE MY CASH 
AND HELP OUT POOR FOLK 
WHAT CAN'T GET BY-5O 


THAT'S PRETTY 
sooD! 


NOT ME, BUT SINCE 
My 308'5 so Low, 
TLIKE TO AM AIGH/ 
TOPSY-TURW, SEE? 
THAT'S WHAT My NAME 
MEANS, ‘CUZ THAT'S 
WHAT TAM. 




















TAL NEUER 
FORGET THAT 
DAY. IT WAS. 
SUMMER. T WAS 
SEVENTEEN. 


KAsHü-kö 
WAS HEADED 
FROM KAGA TO 
DO ON SANKIW 
KOTAL..THROUCH 

THE PASS. 











YEP..RIP 'EM 
OFF...GET CHASED... 
CUT AND RUN! IVE BEEN 
ALL OVER THE COUNTRY! 
BUT IT STILL TOOK ME SIX 
MONTHS TO TRACK YOU 
DOWN AFTER I HEARD 
THE RUMORS. 


TeREwW 
UP NEAR THE 
KURIKARA PASS, 
BETWEEN KAcA 
AND ETCHU. 


T FINALLY 
SPOTTED You on 
THE AOKURIKURO 

ROAD, AND WHEN YOU 
HEADED FOR KAGA, T. 
NIPPED ON AHEAD 
AND WAITED. 





WHEN KASHÜ- 
KÖ'S ON SANKIN 
KÖTAI, HE'S 601 

FOUR GUYS GUARDING 

HIS PALANQUIN-THE 
ATIGIFAKLL. 


"THEY GOTTA 
HANDLE ANYTHING, 
AND T MEAN ANY- 

THING THAT HAPPENS... 
SO THEY PICK THE 
TOUGHEST 6UYS 

IN THE HAN 
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WERE LIKE DEMOWS FROM WELL... 
JUST /WEREDIBLE!" 





"THE AONE 
FAMILY, FATHER 
AND SON, AND THE 
AKA BROTHERS! THEYRE 
CALLED THE BLUE AND RED 
DEMONS OF KAGA...AND 
THEY WERE AS GOOD. 
AS THEIR NAME 
THAT Day.* 





2 
Pr} 
gz 
SE 
Er 

& 


"MY FAMILY 
AND T Saw 


THE CLIFF 
ABOVE. 


IT AL, FROM 


WOWHERE. 


























WE DON'T EVEN 


OWN NO OXEN! = 
P-PLEASE...! 
ZN VS = 
PT, N = 
Br AT 
a Ss 





AAUUGH!! 


SOMEHOW 
T SURVIVED 
THE FALL, BUT 
MY FAMILY... 





THE INVESTIGATION 
LATER FOUND OUT 
IT WAS O-NIWABAN 
FROM EDO THAT DID 
11, OUT TO KL 


so rwar's 
SETTLED. BUT My 
HEART ISNT! WRYD. 
THEY HAUE TO KILL 
THEM?! NO 
QUESTIONS! 
NOTHING! 





KASHÜ-KÖ 
ENTERS KAGA 
FROM EDO THIS 
ENENING... AND THE 
OTIGIYAKU ARE 
WITH KIMZ 


I WANT 
THEM TO PAY 
IN THE PASS FOR 
WHAT THEY DID IN 
THE PASS! THAT'S 
MY DREAM! 5O- 
WILL you DO, 
rer 





NOT PEASANT.. 
NOT MERCHANT... 
NOT EVEN A TWIERT 





ONLY SAMURAI 
FROM ANOTHER MAX. BEKU-NO-DI! 
WOULD SAY "KASHU-KO".. YOU ARE KUSA/ 
OR A SERVANT OF S ADMIT (TE 
THE SHOGUN! 

















WH-WHAT ARE 

YOU SANINGP/ 

CHECK OUT THE 
GOLD, wär 
Dont you! 





IET WAS 
KUSA, WRY 
WOULD T STEAL? 
ONE MESSAGE TO 
EDO, AND My 
BUDDIES WOLLD 





OU Know THEY 
USE HANSATSU N KAGA! 
THE GOLD'S ALL STAMPED AND 
STORED AWAY IN THE. CASTLE 
VAULTS AND THE MONEY- 
CHANGING HOUSES! 







..IF T DID NOT KNOW 
WHAT IT MEANT? GRASS/ 
YOU TAKE ROOT IN A HAW 

LIKE WILD GRASS, BUILDING. 
A LIFE, MARRYING, HAUING 
CHILDREN! AND WHEN YOU 
DIE, YOU PASS YOUR Duty 

ON TO YOUR CHILDREN, 
Py, EVEN YOUR GRAND- 
CHILDREN! 


SER 





IsToLe 
MAL 










KASA, 
"CAUSE IM 
ATWER! 








...THERE ARE 


OnLy Two 
THINGS 1. CARE 
TO Know! 





WAS YOUR 
FAMILY REAUS 


I FOUND our 
LATER THAT IT WAS. 


ABRANCH OF KASHÜ- 
K6'5 OWN CLAN, THE 
DAISEITI FRCTION. THEY 
WANTED TO TAKE OVER 
THE HAN-WE JUST 
SOT IN THE WAT 








FIVE 
HUNDRED 
RYÖ FOR AN 
ASSASSINATION.. 
Accepreo/ 


YOU SPEAK THE TRUTH. 
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EASY 
TO GET GOLD FROM YOUR 
KUROKLUWA BOSSES, BUT 
YOU RISKED YOUR LIFE 


BECAUSE IT WAS FOR 
YOLR OWN VENDETTA- 
BETWEEN You AND 





COURSE 1 


WE LIVE IN 


MEIFUMADO! 
WE ACCEPT THE 


TRIALS OF THE 
SIX PATHS, 
OL 
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TO LURE KIM 
THIS FAR. 


KL. KIM, WE ETIEN: INN Rersunösm 

WONT NEED 1 k Y  ORDERED us TO 

THE LOes. \ ? KILL ÖGAMI ITTÖ- 
\ AT ANY PRICE! 
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So 





HOW DARE 
YOU OBSTRUCT 
THE PATH OF OUR 


> Kasnür 
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MISERABLE... 
SATOARL..L 

















= THE END 
TO BE CowrınueD 


GLOSSARY 


adauchi shamenjö 

A pardon. Adauchi (revenge 
killings) were permitted by the 
government for family members 
When a petition of adauchi was 
approved, the supplicants received 
an official pardon to prove they 


acıed legally 


bakkaku 
The government. The shögun, his 
councilors, and his senior officials. 


bözu 
A Buddhist monk 


daikan 

The primary local representative 
of the shögunate in territories 
outside of the capital of Edo. The 
daikan and his stafl collected taxes 
owed 10 Edo and oversaw public 
works, agriculture, and other 
projects administered by the 
central government 


dötanuki 
A battle sword. Literally, “sword that 
cuts through torsos.” 


Edo 

The capital of medieval Japan and 
the seat of the shögunate. The site 
of modern-day Tokyo. 


fudai 

The inner eircle of clans pledging 
allegiance to the Tokugawa. The firdai 
clans were Tokugawa allies even 
before the decisive battle of Sekigahara 
that assured Tokugawa dominance 


for the next two hundred years. 


haiku 
Traditional short verse, with a 5-7-5 
syllable pattern 


han 
A feudal domain 


hannyatö 
“Wisdom’s water.” A euphemism 
among Buddhist monks for sake. 


hansatsu 
Paper currency, issued by 


indi 





idual han and used only 


within their borders. 


hanshi 


Samurai in the service of a han, 


hikyaku 
Runners. An Edo version of the Pony 
Express, delivery of mail and money 


by horse and by foot 


Hokurikuro 


The main route into northern Japan 


honjin 
The lodgings for daimyd and senior 
shögunate officials. 


honorifics 

Japan is a class and status society, 
and proper forms of address are 
critical. Common markers of respect 
are the prefixes o and 90, and a wide 
range of suffixes. Some of the 
suffixes you will encounter in Lone 
Wolf and Cub: 

chan - for children, young women, 
and close friends 

.dono - archaic; used for higher-ranked 
or highly respected figures 

‚sama - used for superiors 

‚san - the most common, used among 
equals or near-equals 

sensei - used for teachers, masters, 
respected entertainers, and politicians 


kansho 

A petition admonishing a superior, 
always fraught with personal risk in 
feudal Japan. The kansho in Chapter 
39 is a jiji-kansho, addressed directly 
to the shögun himself. 


kenkyaku 
Swordsman, kenshi, 


kö 
Adaimyö (feudal lord). 


kögi kaishakunin 

The shögun’s own second, who 
performed executions ordered by 
the shögun. 


koku 

A bale of rice. The traditional measure 
of a han’s wealth, a measure of its 
agricultural land and productivity. 


kubi 

A severed head. The kubi had great 
significance, be it the head of a wanted 
criminal presented to claim a bounty; 
or the head of a samurai, proof in 
death of his resolute will. 


meifumadö 
The Buddhist Hell. The way of demons 
and damnation. 


nagamaki 
A two-handed weapon taller than a 
man, with a long, curved blade. 


namu 

From the Sanskrit namas: "take refuge 
in the Buddha.” A common prayer for 
Ihe dead. 


o-niwaban 
Aninja. Literally, “one in the garden.” 
(See shinobi.) 


rojü 

Senior councilors. The inner circle of 
councilors directly advising the 
shögun. The röjü were the ultimate 
advisory body to the Tokugawa 
shögunate’s national government. 


ıyö 
A gold piece, worth 60 monme or 
4 kan. 


sankin kötai 
The Tokugawa required ıhat all 
daimyS spend every other ycar 


in Edo, with family members 





remaining behind when ıhey 
returned to their han, This practice 
increased Edo’s control over ıhe 
daimyö, both political and fiscal, 
since the cost of maintaining ıwo 
separate houscholds and traveling 
to and from the capital placed a 


huge strain on han finances 


sato-iri shinobi 
‚Shinobi (ninja) based in sato (homelands) 
around Japan. 


seppuku 

The right 10 kill oneself with honor 10 
atone for failure, or to follow one’s 
master into death. Only the samurai 
class was allowed this glorious but 
excruciating death. The abdomen was 
cut horizontally, followed by an 
upward cut to spill out the intestines. 
When possible, a kaishakumin 
performed a beheading after Ihe cut 


was made to shorten Ihe agony. 


shidö 
Bushidö. The way ol the warrior. 


shinobi 
A gencric term for ninja, meaning 


“one who moves in secrecy.” Ninja 
had their heyday in the time of 
warring states before the rise of he 
Tokugawa clan. Originally mercenaries 


serving different warlords, by ıhe Edo 


period ıhey were in the service ofthe 
entral government, The most famous 
Shinobi were Ihe ninja of Iga and Kaga, 
north ol Kyoto. The Kurokuwa that 
appear in Lone Wolf and Cub were 
officially the laborers and manual 
workers in Edo Castle. Whether they 
iruly served as a secret spy corps Is 


lost in history 


tenryo 

Government land, administered 
directly by Ihe shögunate. Law was 
enlorced by Ihe daikan magisrate 
assigned from Edo. In han territory, 


the han authorities enforced the law. 


toshiyori 





iterally, elders. The top officials 
of the shögunate and Ihe han, 
enpompassing the ri senior and 
wakadoshiyori junior couneilors and 


karö elders, 


wakadoshiyori 

Junior councilors. The Tokugawa 
shögunate was a hybrid 
government. both a national 
government empowered by Ihe 
emperor Io govern Ihe nation as a 
whole, and a daimyö government 
like ıhat of any han, concerned 
with protecting the Interests of the 
Tokugawa clan itself. The council 
of wakadoshiyort junior councilors 
was the highest advisory body 10 
the shögun on matters affecting 
the clan, rather Ihan the nation as 


a whole, 


